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This past summer, eight brothers attended the Sigma
Chi Balfour Leadership Training Workshop at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where various
workshops were held to enhance leadership skills
and officer positions. The culmination of the weekend
led to the capturing of our second J. Dwight Peterson
Significant Chapter Award in recent years, to go along
with Peterson Awards from previous decades. The Pe-
terson Award is the highest honor the national Sigma
Chi Foundation bestows upon a college or university
undergraduate chapter.

Among those attending the conference were David
Hanger ’11, Ryan Bauer ’11, Steven Schleibaum ’11,
Roy Leaf ’12, Will King ’12, Connor Stallings ’12, Tyler
Giesting ’12, and Christian Rector ’13. Each of these
men attended workshops specific to their leadership
positions in the house.

The three-day workshop, focused on the theme
“Guard Well,” began with an opening ceremony con-
ducted by current Grand Consul L. Wayne Tucker. His
presentations included a special video message from
Xi alumnus Bret Baier ’92, who encouraged all atten-
dees to harness what they learned during the work-
shop and bring their new skills back to their
respective chapters. Brother Baier stressed the impor-
tance of making a conscious effort to share ideas with
others and even included a special “shout out” to the

men of the Xi Chapter in his video.

Members of the chapter who attended took Baier’s
words to heart and gained several different perspec-
tives from other chapters. Given the opportunity to
speak with other Sigs, they began to discover that the
infrastructure and principles that drive the operations
of the Xi Chapter are among the best in the nation.
The accounts of financial difficulties, lack of adequate
housing, and absence of unity given by brothers from
other chapters made the members of our own chap-
ter proud of our continued efforts to maintain these
things. While we are proud of the accomplishments
that the brothers have achieved, we recognize that
there is still much to be done, in many aspects of the
physical house as well as the sustainment of friend-
ships and service in our community.

Sophomore Christian Rector ’13 was the only mem-
ber of the newly initiated pledge class to attend the
workshop, serving as a representative to the Balfour
Leadership Development Forum. It was during his
daily meetings that Rector met in small and large
group settings to discuss the ritual, recruitment, and
leadership opportunities within our fraternity. “I en-
joyed the small group settings the most because I
was matched with Sigs from different-sized chapters,
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Senior Trent Wood ’11 has given back to the DePauw
community by revamping the DePauw Entrepreneurial
Association this fall. A mem-
ber of the DePauw Univer-
sity Information Technology
Associates Program (ITAP),
Trent serves as a technology
consultant to the McDer-
mond Center for Manage-
ment and Entrepreneurship.
The club had existed in the
past, but interest had waned
during the past few years
due to a lack of participation.
Trent decided to take it upon
himself to reorganize the en-
tire association to serve as an open forum for ideas
about growing small businesses. The club has at-
tracted over 30 members and is focusing its first se-
mester meetings on basic topics of business
management, marketing and cash-flow generation.

Trent is very happy with the mix of people he sees at
each weekly Wednesday night meeting. When asked
about the direction of the association, Trent noted, “it
should facilitate intellectual conversation about small
startup companies with the goal of eventually having
one to two viable business ideas come to the table.”
Such a goal is not overly lofty, considering Trent’s dis-
tinguished track record in the field of entrepreneur-
ship. He currently owns a hair salon in his hometown
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and started Tribeca Bottles, a
small aluminum water-bottle production company,
with three of his high school friends. Upon gradua-
tion, he will be working for VIP Technology Solutions
Group, a small technology and telecommunications
consulting firm in St. Louis, Missouri. Trent’s efforts to
restart the DePauw Entrepreneurial Association will
continue to serve its eight Sigma Chi members and
DePauw students alike long after his departure from
the active chapter.

Logan Patterson ’13

Senior Sig relaunches entrepreneurial association

To begin, we would like to thank Xi alumni for your
support with Derby Days this past spring. It is only
through your continued, generous effort that we
have been able to raise over $26,000 in the past
three years for Riley Children’s Hospital. We really ap-
preciate your continued support and are excited to
get started on planning this year’s Derby Days. How-
ever, only halfway through the first semester, we’ve
already had two philanthropy events of our own, in
addition to participating in several outside philan-
thropy events.

In September, we teamed up with Alpha Phi sorority
and organized a barbecue in the south quad. The
benefit was for the local Habitat for Humanity chapter
in Greencastle. We are hoping to create strong ties
with this branch to get involved in some builds here
in Indiana. The event was called “TIGΣRSTΦCK,” a
Woodstock-themed event with live bands. Our two
performers included a campus band and a local
Greencastle musician. There was an inflatable Velcro
wall and giant boxing gloves set up for additional en-
tertainment, in order to attract more than just our
brothers and Alpha Phi members to the event. We
raised a little over $300 for Habitat, and the event
went smoothly.

As for outside philanthropies, Delta Gamma held
their annual “Anchor Splash” during the last week of
September. We placed fourth overall in the weeklong
event, and won their swimming competition at the
end of the week. Kappa Alpha Theta had their “Mr.
University” competition, and we nominated Danny
White ’11 as our candidate. He made it through the
first round, but did not place in the top three; still, it
was a blast to come together as a house to support
Danny throughout the competition. Also, though it

wasn’t a philanthropy event, we did very well in the
“Greek God and Goddess” competition held at the
end of Greek Week. We placed second to Delta Up-
silon, according to the judges, but won in the eyes of
the students, which is most important. Greek Week
was another event where we really bonded as a
house and had a great time supporting the brothers
who put together the performance for it.

Most recently, we held our annual “Chi-Land” cook-
out with Alpha Chi Omega sorority, an event similar
to TIGΣRSTΦCK, on Thursday, October 28. We grilled
burgers and hot dogs, and served hot apple cider and
hot chocolate to compensate for the cold weather.
We set up a climbing wall and held the event in Bow-
man Park in the middle of campus, which attracted
several students. A considerable number of freshmen
attended, which made the event a great rush tool to
keep getting our name out there and demonstrating
our strong relations with other Greek organizations.

We are excited for Derby Days in the spring and to
continue our success in benefiting the community.

Christopher Jennings ’13

Philanthropy update

Chase Hall ’13 and Chris Jennings ‘13 at TIGΣRSTΦCK.

Trent Wood ’11
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During DePauw’s annual weeklong fall break, brothers
Lukas Meyer ’13, Logan Patterson ’13, Nathan Cum-
mins ’12, Matt Maloof ’12, John Aicklen ’13, Patrick
Ledwidge ’13, and Cody Stein ’13 combined efforts
with four members of Pi Beta Phi sorority to coordi-
nate a Habitat for Humanity project in northern Missis-
sippi. The idea was brought up in a chapter meeting in

early September. Being so
close to fall break, it
seemed difficult to recruit
enough brothers, yet
seven quickly jumped to
the task. In total, 11 De-
Pauw Greeks drove south
to Clarksdale, Mississippi,
on Sunday, October 17.

The group arrived that af-
ternoon at its residence for
the week, an old Catholic
rectory converted for the
use of Habitat volunteers
located 45 minutes south

of Memphis, Tennessee. Carl Fuller, the Jonestown co-
ordinator, was there waiting for the group. After intro-
ductions, everyone prepared their rooms for the week,
and the group made a trip to a
local grocery store to stock up
on food and supplies.

The next morning, the group ar-
rived at the work site in Jon-
estown, 15 minutes from the
dormitory, ready to work. The
first half of the day was spent
learning how to complete the
task that was to be performed
throughout the week. The
group that had come before
had hung the drywall, and it
was up to the Sigs and Pi Phis
to mud and sand the spaces in
between the drywall boards.
Everyone seemed to enjoy the
task and worked well with one
another.

Each day was structured in a similar fashion. The wake-
up call was at 8:00 a.m., usually consisting of loud rock
‘n’ roll to get everyone energized. Work in Jonestown
began one hour later, after a quick breakfast and
preparation of sack lunches. The group worked until
4:00 p.m., with an hour break for lunch.

The first few evenings were spent at the dormitory, with
home-cooked dinners and some time to relax. The
group was able to spend one evening at actor Morgan
Freeman’s famous Ground Zero Blues Club in Clarks-
dale. It was here that they sampled Southern-fried cat-
fish and tamales, and enjoyed live music by an
exceptional blues band. Another highlight was a pot-
luck dinner, organized later in the week by the local
Habitat for Humanity chapter. Local families, including
the family that would eventually own the home the
group was working on, brought different Southern-style
foods and provided enjoyable conversation.

The week was capped off by a night spent exploring
the nearby city of Memphis, Tennessee. The group fin-
ished its final half-day of work, thanked the advisory
board of the Jonestown Habitat chapter for their hos-
pitality, and headed north for a night of music and re-
laxation. Dinner was eaten at King’s Café Restaurant

on the famous Beale Street in
celebration of Brother Lukas
Meyer’s 19th birthday. Everyone
enjoyed the different bands and
the Southern culture that Mem-
phis had to offer.

The group made a safe return
trip to Greencastle the next
morning after a week of service
and enjoyment. Everyone in-
volved contributed positively to
a good cause and was proud of
their individual and group ef-
forts. Plans for another trip to
the same location this time next
year are already in the making.

Logan Patterson ’13
and Lukas Meyer ’13

Sigs organize Habitat for Humanity trip

so there was a good diversity of ideas being brought
to the table,” Rector said when asked what he en-
joyed most about his experience. All DePauw repre-
sentatives shared a similar experience, and have
been implementing ideas they learned during the
conference in weekly executive meetings in an effort
to improve the future of the chapter house and its
members.

One of the major highlights for all of those who

attended was the ceremony that took place on the
second night of the conference. With several thousand
Sigs gathered in UNC’s auditorium, the largest ritual
ceremony ever performed in the Greek world took
place, and several individuals were initiated into the
fraternity. This incredible ceremony was reassuring and
inspiring for all of the brothers, which is something that
we hope more Xi brothers will experience in the fu-
ture. Although the ritual ceremony, leadership work-
shops, and Peterson commendation were incredible,
it was the time spent with each other during the week
that the brothers of Xi Chapter truly appreciated.

Xi Chapter captures another Peterson Award
(continued from page one)

Patrick Ledwidge ’13, John Aicklen ’13,
Logan Patterson ’13, Cody Stein ’13, and

Lukas Meyer ’13 outside the Habitat house.

Logan Patterson ’13
tackling the day’s task.



4PAGE
Honor roll of donors

2 0 0 8 – 2 010

XI CHAPTER HOUSE CORPORATION

Xi Society

James R. Keene ’50

Frank R. Shoptaugh ’53

Harold J. Smith ’52

R. Mark Smith ’85

Order of the Seven Founders

Michael Bradley Hostetter ’95

Michael W. Laukitis ’64

J. Bergen Parkhill ’56

Duane A. Patterson ’53

Blue & Gold Society

Glenn A. Brower ’75

Harold J. Cook ’40

Barrett J. Corneill ’77

Robert W. Edmunds ’55

Joel E. Grizzell ’47

Joel C. Hammond ’82

David A. Harrison ’75

Lyle G. Henry ’66

Leonard W. Huck ’44

J. William Kendall Jr. ’54

Mark R. Koenig ’86

Matthew James Lytle ’05

Jack H. McNairy ’55

John C. Melangton ’52

John W. Morris ’50

Todd W. Ponder ’81

Scott L. Rink ’91

R. Philip Steinberg ’53

Michael W. Street ’65

Lott H. Thomas ’56

Frank D. Walker ’57

Christopher J. Whittet ’75

Benefactors

Robert E. Buis ’49

Calvin Detrick III ’70

Don M. Dixon ’57

Christian W. Goodrich ’09

Michael D. Halaschak ’87

Louis Hensley ’77

Ivan Hoffman ’01

Jonathan David Lau ’04

Robert Terry Moore ’65

Stephen J. Nagy ’52

John D. Pidgeon ’66

David D. Riefe ’85

Daniel A. Saver ’76

A. Glenn Shoptaugh Jr. ’50

David M. Tanner ’75

Walter B. Tinsley ’48

WITH OUR THANKS.

At the time of this writing, the DePauw Football team
has reached a record of 7-0 for the first time since its
1952 season. Saturday, October 23, marked the
team’s first-ever win at Trinity College in San Antonio,

Texas, and allowed the Tigers to officially clinch the
title of SCAC champions for the second consecutive
season. Xi teammates Sebastian Scott ’11, Will King
’12 and Jacob Weinstein ‘12 are proud to be members

of such a successful program. This is
the second playoff berth in school his-
tory, and at the time of this writing, the
brothers are anxiously looking forward
to the November 13 clash against
Wabash College in the annual battle
for the Monon Bell.

Will King ’12

(Editor’s note: Unfortunately, Wabash
retained possession of the bell this
year with a victory over the Tigers.
There’s always next year!)

Three brothers aid efforts in successful football season

Will King ’12 Sebastian Scott ’11 Jacob Weinstein ’12
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Opinion: Lessons Learned
James Larson ’05 for Education Nation

The following is an opinion letter from James Lar-
son ’05, which was recently featured on the NBC
News site EducationNation.com. It was published
on September 22, 2010. James is quickly distin-
guishing himself as a leader in the education com-
munity. Since receiving his master’s degree in
education at Harvard University, he has proven
himself as a top educator at the Charles A. Tindley
Accelerated School in Indi-
anapolis, a school for mi-
nority students in a
high-crime area. Tindley re-
cently claimed the honor of
the National Blue Ribbon
Award, which is the highest
award given by the US De-
partment of Education. Last
year, James Larson was
named the school’s teacher
of the year.

Αt the risk of sounding
cliché, I always wanted to
be a teacher. It’s my calling.
My mother and father were
teachers when I was grow-
ing up in St. Louis and I’ve
been fortunate to have wonderful teachers
throughout my education, from elementary to
graduate school.

I simply wanted to do what they did. I wanted to
be to some child what those teachers—now my
mentors and even my friends—were to me.

Today I am a teacher. I recently began my third year
at the Charles A. Tindley Accelerated School in Indi-
anapolis, where I teach humanities to seventh
graders. Tindley is a public charter school with a 98
percent African-American student body and a 100
percent college acceptance rate. Our students—who
are admitted on a first-come, first-served basis—fin-
ish the standard high-school curriculum by 10th
grade. At that point they take college courses of-
fered by adjunct professors at Anderson University.
If the students get As or Bs, they get college credit.

We do not “track” our students, which means they
are not segregated once in high school into classes
that fit their perceived abilities. We expect all of our
students to be able to tackle our accelerated cur-
riculum. With this curriculum, we’ve proved that
most students can perform at levels normally con-
sidered “gifted” if they are simply given the chance
and the resources they need to learn.

I was drawn to Tindley after learning about it from
the school’s founder and academic dean Siri Loe-
scher, and its principal and CEO Marcus Robinson,

both of whom, like me, are DePauw University
alums. Siri and Marcus make sure Tindley students—
and, importantly, teachers, too—get the resources
they need to succeed.

For many of us teachers, that doesn’t mean added
technology or reduced class sizes, but attention and
collaboration. The first thing Siri and Marcus told

me in my job interview is
that Tindley teachers are
held accountable—not only
by parents and students, but
also by the administrators
themselves.

You would think that would
be typical of all schools, but
unfortunately it’s not. Too
many teachers are simply al-
lowed to close their doors
when the bell rings. Too
many administrators close
their doors, too.

At Tindley, our doors remain
open. We have what I call a
“culture of reflection,” where

administrators and teachers freely exchange ideas,
strategies, and, yes, constructive criticism. As a mem-
ber of the Indiana Department of Education’s Eval-
uation Leadership Cabinet, I know that the state is
working hard to create effective metrics for evaluat-
ing teachers and school leaders that will further pro-
mote a culture of reflection within schools.

Next week I will be taking what I’ve learned at Tind-
ley to New York City, where I’ll be participating in a
first-of-its-kind event sponsored by NBC News
called “Education Nation.” NBC has committed to
bringing policymakers, business leaders, elected of-
ficials, school administrators, parents, and teachers
together to discuss how best to improve our edu-
cation system. While in New York, I’ll also take part
in Teacher Town Hall, a teachers-only discussion
moderated by NBC’s Brian Williams and broadcast
on MSNBC. I’ll also be teaching a lesson at NBC’s
interactive “Learning Plaza” at Rockefeller Plaza.

At the risk of earning less than an “A” in creative
writing, I’ll end where I began: with a cliché. We all
know that one of the chief indicators of student
success is an active and engaged teacher.

Tindley has created a model of accountability for
teachers and students that works. I hope my peers
and the national leadership at the conference will
learn from the Tindley example: When school ad-
ministrators and teachers simply open their doors
and engage with one another, students benefit.

James Larson ’05



Leonard W. Huck ’44 writes, “I applaud the current
Xi brothers for your scholarship and charitable contri-
butions, together with your various sports and organ-
ization participation.” Send greetings to Len at 7501
E. Thompson Peak Pkwy, Unit 520, Scottsdale, AZ
85255; lhuck@cox.net.

“I affiliated with Xi while in the U.S. Navy,” reports Wal-
ter B. Tinsley ’48. “I transferred my affiliation to
Lambda at IU, and graduated from there with a BA in
1948 and an MD in 1952.” Say hello to Walter at 8140
Township Line Rd., Apt 3310, Indianapolis, IN 46260;
wtinsley@aol.com.

Robert N. Bills (init. ’42) graduated from the Univer-
sity of Southern California in 1956. He’s now retired.
Get in touch with Bob at 2145 Los Amigos St., La
Canada-Flintridge, CA 91011.

John W. Morris ’50 sends greetings from 5413 N.
Kenyon Dr., Indianapolis, IN 46226.

“I enjoyed our reunion,” reports A. Glenn Shoptaugh
Jr. ’50. Jim Keene ’50 and Frank Shoptaugh ’53 at-
tended, from Colorado Springs. Glenn’s now working
for Kids Are Great Pediatrics; ask him how it’s going at
2085 Paseo Del Oro, Colorado Springs, CO 80904;
agsifs@pol.net.

Catch up with Stephen J. Nagy ’52 at 1820B
Wildberry Dr., Glenview, IL 60025; or e-mail him at
sjn12031@sbcglobal.net.

Keep in touch with Phillip C. “Weasel” Davis ’53 at
104 Brascote Ln., Wilmington, NC 28412. Send e-mail
to pcmddavis@aol.com.

Reconnect with Gordon Clayton “Bud” Gimple ’54
at 1910 Monument Canyon Dr., Grand Junction, CO
81507; bgimple727@bresnan.net.

Frank Walker ’57 recently moved to 343 Millridge
Dr., Indianapolis, IN 46290. You can still reach him
via e-mail at fwalker@walkerinfo.com.

Stay in touch with Bradford Weber Porter ’60 at his
new e-mail address: drbrad@porterorthodontics.com.
Send “snail mail” to 3355 Lakeview Oaks Dr., Long-
wood, FL 32779.

Find out what’s new with Michael Laukitis ’64
at 5002 Heinz Ln., Edwards, IL 61528; or e-mail
mikelaukitis@gmail.com.

Michael W. Street ’65 reports, “I retired, in January
2008, as a marine biologist with the North Carolina
Division of Marine Fisheries, after working for 38 years.
My primary work areas over the years were in fisheries
management and habitat management. During my
career, I also served as an adviser to the U.S. State De-
partment on foreign fisheries negotiations in the
1970s. I testified at federal and state hearings on a va-

riety of fishery and habitat issues, and served as an
expert witness in federal court cases. I also received
several awards over the years in the
marine science field. Since retirement,
my wife, Terrie, and I have been travel-
ing about three months each year, al-
though we try to remain home in the
fall to take advantage of our peak sport-
fishing season. We both volunteer with
our local chapter of Habitat for Human-
ity. I attend scientific seminars at local
marine science labs (this area is one of
the world’s centers for marine science
research) and serve on some advisory
committees.” Contact Michael at 902
Lake N. Shore Dr., Morehead City, NC
28557; tmstreet@embarqmail.com.

“I retired for six weeks, three years ago, after moving
back to my family’s home state in the Charleston
area,” writes Lafayette H. Mayfield ’67. “Still delight-
fully married to my Sig sweetie, Leslie C. Mayfield (De-
Pauw ’66). I’m teaching insurance courses across the
state at Trident Tech and other campuses. (After six
weeks retired, which were spent reading the paper
and watching Oprah, I applauded the chance to get
on the road and teach again!) Just built a new home
here, 12 minutes from the beach, on the marshy
Wando River. I saw Danny Cope ’68 this past Decem-
ber, and we stay in touch. I wonder if any Sigs in the
greater Charleston area are from the mid-to-late-’60s
gang?” Find Larry at 2616 Kings Gate Ln., Mount Pleas-
ant, SC 29466; lmay44@bellsouth.net.

Catch up with Calvin “Buzz” Detrick ’70 at 2517
Highland Dr., Palatine, IN 60067; send e-mail to
cdetrick3@sbcglobal.net.

James “Peter” Konkle ’70 has moved to 582 Middle
St., # 1, Weymouth, MA 02189. Stay in touch with him
via e-mail at pkonk@aol.com.

Jack Melangton ’79 is now a retirement coach for Re-
tirement by Design in Dexter, Michigan. Ask him how
it’s going by writing to at 733 Sciomeadows Dr., Ann
Arbor, MI 48103; jmelangton@mac.com.

William S. Alward ’08 has a new job as a geologist
with ExxonMobil in Houston. Contact Bill at 957 W.
21st. St., Houston, TX 77008; wsalward@gmail.com.

Keep in touch with Brendan Belz ’10 at his new ad-
dress: 340 Wint Ln., Apt. A, Columbus, IN 47201. Send
e-mail to brbelz@gmail.com.

Jordan C. Havercamp ’10 has moved to 16642
Downstream Dr., Noblesville, IN 46062; e-mail him at
jordanhavercamp_2010@depauw.edu.

Michael Reed ’10 now receives mail at 4123 Wash-
ington Blvd., Apt. 317, St. Louis, MO 63108. Stay in
touch via e-mail at mreed1855@gmail.com. 6PAGE
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THE DEATHS OF:

Harold Vaughn ’43
June 29, 2008

Henry L. Fox ’46
August 11, 2010

Roy K. Cannon ’48
June 15, 2010

George W. Emmert III ’50
April 14, 2010

Stephen C. Cline ’56
August 21, 2009


